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Május 11.

Vassányi Miklós (KRE)

 St Denys the Areopagite On the Divine Names: Biblical
Names of God versus Philosophical Names of God

This talk will consider how Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite (floruit cca 500) presents

and analyzes the names by which God can be called, in parts 9 and 10 of his On the

Divine  Names.  This  seminal  text,  Dionysius'  main  work,  belongs  among  the  most

influential ones in the tradition of Byzantine theology but via Eriugena's translation

also made a tremendous impact on Western theology. In particular, the selected parts

of  On the Divine Names  describe God as great, small,  identical,  different, rest and

motion (part 9); and as omnipotent, old, young, time and eternity (part 10). My talk is

set  to  identify  and  interpret  these  names of  God  with  respect  to  their  Biblical  or

(Neo-)Platonic origin, and to work out the details of the Platonically inspired theology

Dionysius is actually suggesting here. My main query concerns the relationship there

is  between  Dionysius'  Biblical  inspiration  and  his  Platonizing  metaphysics;  which

further invites a question concerning his Christian identity and personal relation to

Scripture.

Vassányi  Miklós filozófus,  a  Károli  Református  Egyetem  Szabadbölcsészet

Tanszékének oktatója. Filozófia- és teológiatörténészként elsősorban az V. századdal

(Ál-Areopagita Szt Dénes), a VII. századdal (Hitvalló Szt Maximos) és a IX. századdal

(Johannes Scottus Eriugena) foglalkozik.
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